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Every gathering for worship has elements of          
thanksgiving. When we are nourished with Godªs 
bounty in holy communion, when we partake of   
Jesusª word that gives life to the world, and even 
when two or three of us simply join our hearts in 
prayer to make our requests known to God, we do 
so "with thanksgiving." Let us give thanks to the 
Lord, who is good and whose mercy  endures     
forever. 
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giving thanks for: everything 

good in our lives and for 

Godôs presence when things 

are difficult. Those baptized 

this year and the three young 

people who affirmed their 

baptisms last month and the 7 

young people in the confirmation 

class. everyone who teaches 

and helps in any way in our 

Sunday school and vacation Bible school. Council members and those who serve 

faithfully on committees. the children of our Sunday school. the children who help 

us sing in worship by joyously shaking their shakers. Bible study, prayer-prayed, heard 

and answered, the prayer chain, the faith that we are given in our baptisms which 

is strengthened at the Lordôs table. all the members of this faith community, our 

custodian, our organist and choir director, our youth 

and family leader and our secretary. 

the blessings of our homebound 

members and their rich legacy of faith. 

Bishops Wollersheim and Hanson, my 

colleagues in the synod and the  

Andover cluster. for Godôs presence 

and comfort as we mourn those 

who have gone before us this year. 

my own faith and my call to ministry. 

my family, human, canine and feline. 

the church on earth made visible in 

the visitors from Sweden and Norway 

this year. And most of all, for the love 

of God revealed in Jesus Christ. 

 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 

will of God in Christ Jesus for you.   1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

    
    In thanks for the blessings in all of our lives, 
      Pastor Jan  

 

From the Health and Wellness Committee 
 

   The Health and Wellness Committee is looking for volunteers. We periodically have members who 
need assistance and we would like to help them out with such things as rides to a doctorôs appointment 
or hospital, occasional meals or provide a time of friendship. These are just a few things our church   
family may need. You will have the opportunity to let us know or your desire to serve in this way on the 
2012 Opportunities to Serve sheet. You can also volunteer by just telling one of these Health and     
Wellness Committee members:    Nancy Gray (309.521.8788)     Connie Dismer (309.521.8296) 
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CONGREGATION  COUNCIL  H IGHLIGHTS  ñ OCTOBER 24  

Å Youth Gathering is coming up in July of 2012. Please support our youth! 

Å Pastor John Leafôs daughter donated a large photograph for the ñpastors wall 
  in the coat room. It has been reframed and will be dedicated on All Saints     
 Sunday, November 6. 

Å Heard some of the furniture has arrived for Sunday School rooms. 

Å A wagon will be in the narthex of the church to hold the November food pantry donations. 

Å Council agreed to reduce the number of its members from 11 to 10. 

Å Joy of Christmas will be December 7 and the Blue Christmas service will be December 13. 

Å Replaced the sidewalk to the annex and the sidewalk to the kitchen door. 

Å Blood drive coming up on November 5. 

Å A Personnel Committee has been formed to perform staff reviews. 

Å Dave Crippen and Pastor Jan will attend a Boundaries Workshop on November 17. 

Å Next council meetingðNovember 28, 2011   7:00 PM 

COMMUNION  SHUT -IN LIST 
 

 

November 6, 2011 
Laura Rickey and Ruth Swanson 

 

December 4, 2011 
Betty Brodd and Sandra Johnson 

 

It is your responsibility to find a replacement          
if unable to serve. 

Reminder: Communion is brought the first week of 
the month. Pastor visits the homebound the third 
week of the month and gives them communion as 
well. 

November 5, 2011  

   Andover Community Blood  
 

   The Andover Community Blood Drive by the 
Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center will be 
held in Luther Hall on Saturday, November 5, from 
8:00 AM ð 12:00 PM. 
    Donors who last donated elsewhere on or be-
fore September 10th are eligible to donate for this 
drive. Our goal is 29 units this year. 
    Please call Kathy Swanson, 309.476.8548, to 
schedule an appointment.  
    Servers to serve cookies and juice 
are needed. If you can help in this 
way, please call Kathy Swanson. 
    If you are at least 16 years of age, 
You may donate as long as you have 
signed permission from a parent. 

Women of the ELCA  

November Meetings  
 

Peace Circle      Monday, November 7 ð 7:00 PM  
                             Hostess: Lois Westerlund 
                          

Joy Circle          Tuesday, November 8 ð 9:00 AM 
                                   Meet at Andover Caf® 
 

Faith Circle    Thursday, November 10 ð 7:00 PM 
            Hostesses: Diane Poppy and Mindy Poppy                   

  
 

In November: 
   All circles elect officers and plan 
     their 2012 schedule. 

 

Join the Choir just  for the  

Advent/Christmas season?  
 

   What?  You mean, I could just 
sing for the four weeks of Advent 
and on Christmas Day if Iôm around?  

Yes, thatôs exactly what we mean!  If you canôt 
commit to the whole church year, we offer the 
chance to have fun singing with the choir for a 
short season!  Practice is Sunday mornings at 
9:45 in the upper fellowship hall, and while reading 
music is a bonus, it is not necessary!  Come 
when you can ð no experience necessary other 
than a love of God and an interest in serving! 
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The Childrenõs Sermon  
will be given by  
Nikki Rehn 

on Sunday, November 13.. 

Calling ALL Luther League Members  

 

   There will be a short Luther League     
meeting on Sunday, November 6 following 
worship. We will gather in the Library. We will 
plan raking the church yard as a service    
project. Please bring rakes. 

                             Chrissy Zurcher  

YOUR  H ELP IS REQUESTEDé 
 

   Sunday, November 20, is Augustanaôs turn to 
help fix the meal for the youth and adults at      

Furnace. Please have your donations to            

the church, no later than 1:00 PM Sunday,         
November 20. Please leave them in the kitchen 
and labeled ñThe Furnace.ò  
   A sign up sheet with a list of items needed is 
posted in the narthex. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to call Chrissy at the office, 
309.521.8129 or cell, 309.236.1106.  
   Thank you for helping. 
 

    1 large container lemonade mix 
    8 pkgs Coleôs garlic bread (frozen) 
    1 pkg of shredded cheese 
    1 bottle  Ranch dressing 
    1 bottle French dressing 
    2 gallons drinking water 
 Your choice of a 9 x 13 dessert (5 needed)  OR 
               2 dozen cookies   (10 doz. Needed) 

INVITATION  FOR H IGH  SCHOOL  YOUTH  
 

   Come join other youth from the St. Paul         
Lutheran, Orion Methodist, Mary Our Lady of 
Peace Catholic, Osco Communiy and Augustana 

for an awesome youth event called The          
Furnace. 
   The Furnace meets every third Sunday of the 
month at Osco Community Church from 5:00ð
7:00 PM. We play games together, worship to-
gether and share a meal together. Itôs a awesome 
timeðplanned by high school youth for high 
school youth. 
   Come join us. If you have any questions please 
feel free to give me a call at 309.521.8128 or cell  
309.236.1106. 

   ~ Chrissy Zurcher  

The Furnace 
based on Daniel 3 

 

For High School Youth:    
A Youth- led evening of Worship  

and  Discussion  

 
{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нл  
5:00ð7:00 PM 

Osco Community Church 
 

Games...Food...Friends...Music£ 
 

Come check out the New Year! Our theme is 
ñWeirdðBe Weird in your faithò!   
 

If you have any questions or need a ride to/from 
this event, please give me a call, 309-236-1106.  

                                            ~ Chrissy Zurcher  

AMERICANISM  ESSAY CONTEST 

Americaõs Constitutional Freedoms 
 

   The American Legion-Department of Illinois, 
American Legion Auxiliary and Sons of The   
American Legion are co-sponsors of this essay 
contest. 
   Three Classes: 
    Class I ð  7th and 8th Grades 
                1st place: $200 cash award 
    Class II ð 9th and 10th graders 
                1st place: $200 cash award 
    Class IIIð11th and 12th graders 
                1st  place: $1200 scholarship 
Deadline for entry: February 3, 2012 
 

More information available in the church office. 
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LETõS HELP START SOME NEW  

SUNDAY  SCHOOLS THIS   

CHRISTMAS ! 
 

   This Christmas, Augustana      
Lutheranôs Sunday School teachers 
and children are encourage to give 
ï not gifts to each other, but to our 
fund to send to the ELCA Good 
Gifts program. 
   $100 will help start a Sunday 
School program in the United 
States. Our idea is to see how 
many new Sunday Schools we can 
help start. Special envelopes and 
containers will be available         

beginning the first Sunday in Advent, and we will 
collect a free-will offering at the Advent potluck 
held before the Sunday School program on       
December 4. 
   Good Gifts catalogs will also be available to any 
or you who would like to expand your gift giving in 
areas across the world to care for those who live 
with hunger and poverty. 

BABYSITTING  AVAILABLE  
 

   Would you like a day to go Christ-
mas shopping ð by yourself? The 
Luther League of         Augustana 
Lutheran Church can make this dream come 
true. 
   On Saturday, December 10, the Luther League 
is offering a babysitting service. Just drop off 
your child (or children) at 10:00 AM and pick 
them up 4:00 PM. Thatôs six hours of shopping 
(or to do whatever you want) and not worry about 
your children. The cost for the day is  a donation 
of your choosing. 
   Please call Chrissy Zurcher at 309.521.8129 to 
sign up your child/ren. 
   The money made will help us make the journey 
to New Orleans for the 2012 Youth Gathering. 
Thank you for your support. 

Hats and Mittens Needed  
 

   Have you seen the Christmas tree in the        
Education Wing? It looks a little sad because it 
does not have many decorations. And the only 
kind of decorations it wants are mittens, gloves 
and hats. 
   The Sunday School children are collecting new 
hats and mittens for children in the Orion School 
district this year. Letôs load the tree with those 
kind of decorations and make sure a child has a 
pair of mittens and gloves and a warm hat on a 
very cold windy day. 
   Donations will be accepted until Sunday, 
November 27.  
   Please help keep a child warm this winter.    
Thank you, Chrissy Zurcher 

Sunday School  

Christmas Program Rehearsals  

November 20 & 27  

 5:00 - 6:00pm (light meal follows)  

Save the Date  
 

Sunday, December 4  
Advent Potluck   6:00PM 

Sunday School Christmas Program   7:00 PM 

   When the Sunday School rooms were cleaned in 
August, we found that is was necessary to throw 
away the costumes that had been used for our 
Christmas Programs. We now need to replace the-
se costumes. 
   If you like to sew, we would love to have you 
make some new Christmas costumes. (None are 
needed for this year, so you have a whole year to 
work on them.) 
   If you would like to help, please contact Chrissy 
Zurcher or Pastor Jan. Thank you.  

PRAYER PARTNER BREAKFAST 

November 6   9:45 AM  

Luther Hall  
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FOOD  PANTRY  COLLECTIONS IN   

THANKSGIVING  FOR OUR  MANY  

BLESSINGS 

 

   Beginning Sunday, November 6, 
please bring nonperishable donations of food to be 
collected for the food pantries in Orion, Alpha and 
Cambridge. During the worship services in        
November, donations will be brought forward. 
There will be a childôs wagon in the narthex for 
your donations.  If you arenôt able to shop, checks 
may be offered ð make them out to Augustana 
Lutheran Church with óThanksgiving food pantry 
offeringô written on the memo line. 

Chili and Oyster Stew Supper  
 

     The annual community Thanks-
giving Eve chili and oyster stew    
supper and worship service will be on 

Wednesday, November 23. The supper will be 
served from 5:00 ï 6:30 PM in Luther Hall. The 
service of Thanksgiving and Holy Communion will 
begin at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary. Invite a neigh-
bor or friend to come with you. Please bring 
canned goods to be distributed to area food     
pantries. 
 

     Wayne French needs your help to help make 
and serve this delicious supper. The following 
food items are needed:  
   15 lbs. of hamburger   
     8 gallons Milk   
   20 packages of Oyster crackers 
     21/2 ï 3 gallons of Oysters 
     4 lbs. Of butter 
     4 ï 5 onions 
    Celery Sticks ï Carrot sticks ï Pickles 
    Dessert Donations 
 

    Cooks are needed to help prepare the soup. 
Four to five people are needed between 12:00 PM  
and 2:00 PM. Seven to eight servers are needed 
after 4:30 PM. Remember ï the more the merrier! 
 

    A sign up sheet is located in the narthex. All 
items needed by 12:00 NOON on Wednesday, 
November 23. Thank you. 

2012 ELCA Youth Gathering  
 

   There are twelve people from Au-
gustana who are attending the 
2012 Youth Event. We are working 
very hard to raise the money need-
ed for this trip. We have a   person 

from another church who is joining us for the gath-
ering and paying her own way. 
   The total cost for the twelve is approximately 
$12,580ðthatôs just a little of $1,000 a person. 
The cost includes registration, travel and lodging 
but does not include things like meals, bottles of 
water (itôs hot in New Orleans, especially when you 
are out doing service projects), sightseeing, souve-
nirs or offering for the worship services which are 
held twice a day. 
   We have several fundraisers planned but are 
asking for your help. If you have any yard work or 
work around the house to be done this fall or 
spring, please let the Luther League be of assis-
tance. Just give Chrissy a call (309.236.1106.) 
   We also ask that you continue to keep us in your 
prayers. 
   Thank you and God bless! 
 

 Anne Cervantes, Tyler Dwyer, Sarah   Kettler,   
Mikayla Poppy, Mindy Poppy, Allison Rickey, 
Nora Rogers, Josh Walls, Ali Walters, Chrissy 
Zurcher, Zach Zurcher, and Richelle Zurcher.  

NOMINATIONS  FOR THE CHURCH  COUNCIL :  

A NEW  WAY  OF DOING  THINGS  
 

   We will have 2 openings on the congregation 
council in 2012. Nikki Rehn has already offered to 
fill one of these openings and serve on the coun-
cil. Each Sunday in worship, beginning November 
6, we will be praying for the Holy Spirit to raise up 
another leader in our congregation. We are asking 
each of you to begin praying for God to show you 
who that person might be. In December, we will be 
asking to you to write down the name that God 
has given you. The council and nominating com-
mittee will pray over the names and then approach 
those folks. Theyôll have the opportunity to ask          
questions, and attend a meeting first before    
agreeing to serve.   
   Thank you for praying for this very important 
ministry.                               
                                        ~ Pr Jan  
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Andover Christmas Walk  

December 3  
 

   Andoverôs 22nd annual Christmas Walk is      
Saturday, December 3. By popular demand, the 
ñParty of Fourò Saxophone and Clarinet Quartet 
will play Christmas music at the candlelit Jenny 
Lind Chapel. 
   A soup supper will be served at the American 
Legion Building and a wreath/swag/centerpiece 
and mini Christmas tree decorating contest/silent 
auction will held upstairs at the Legion Building 
from 5:00ð7:00 PM. Kids can also visit with Santa 
and do a Christmas craft at the Legion. If you 
would like to enter the contest and silent auction, 
please call Judy Jacobson (309.521.7262) 
   You can also stop at Caseyôs for light refresh-
ments and see the beautiful decorations at the 
park and around town. 

We are looking forward to:  
 

   December 4th!  Plan to attend the Advent potluck 
at 6pm and stay for the Sunday School Christmas 
program at 7:00 PM. Invite your families and 
friends! 
 

Sunday School families: 
 Some of the practicing for the Christmas program 
will be done during Sunday school. We will need 
only 2 extra practice times: 
        Sunday, November 20   5:00-6:00 PM 

Dinner to follow 
and 

         Sunday, November 27th. 5:00-6:00 PM 
Dinner to follow 

 

It will be important for your children to be in     
Sunday School on Sunday December 4, as this 
will be the dress rehearsal for the program. 

ANDOVER  H ISTORICAL  SOCIETY INVITATION  
 

   Ralph Troll, professor emeritus of biology at   
Augustana College, and a childhood survivor of 
Nazi persecution during the Holocaust, will speak 
at the Andover Historical Society meeting on 
Tuesday, November 15, 2:00 PM at the American 
Womanôs League Building. Lunch at the Andover 
Caf® at 1:00 PM will precede the brief meeting 
and program. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

 

 

 
 

   Thank you to all who sent cards and well-wishes 
since our surgeries and our return home. Thank 
you also for the prayers that we know have helped 
our healing process. Special thanks to Pastor Jan 
for being there for us and all her special prayers. 

                           ~ Dave and Patsy Crippen  
 

   A great big Thank You to John Poppy, Laura 
Rickey and Nora Rogers for working in the conces-
sion during Momôs sale. It was greatly appreciated.  

                           ~ Corrie Newman  
 

   Thank you from the bottom of my heart to the 
special one who saw to it that I had a flocking in 
my yard. Seeing those flamingos at 6:30 PM     
Saturday made me smile from then on and this 
senior citizen needed it. 

                           ~ Mary Anne Lovdahl  
 

    My family and I would like to thank all who kept 
mom in their thoughts and prayers during the time 
of need. Thank you to Chrissy for the many days 
and nights at the hospital. 
   Pastor Jan, thank you for the visits at the hospi-
tal and at home. Thank you for the support you 
gave me and my family during the hard times. 
   Thank you to the Faith Circle for the wonderful 
food and the excellent service of the meal after 
momôs service. It was wonderful and very much 
enjoyed. 
   Augustana Lutheran Church is a church I am 
very proud to be a member of. Thank you for let-
ting us have momôs service here. Mom was a be-
liever in our Lord but with Pastor Jan being in her 
life she became more of a stronger believer.     
Everyone should be proud of our Pastor for what 
she does and brings to our church. 
   Thank you all for all your cards and prayers      
during the time my family and I had with our mom. 
You all are truly wonderful friends and family. 

                         ~ Corrie Newman and family  

 

     Stay after church Sunday,          
November 27, and help put up and 
decorate the Christmas tree in the 
Sanctuary and in Luther Hall. What a 
great way to get in the holiday spirit! 



November Birthdays  
 

01 Lovadee Gunnerson, Ashley Norberg  

02 Ruth Ann Newman 

03 Wayne Swanson 

04 Jina Newman, Caiden Carlson 

05 Sally Rehn, Khloe Nelson 

06 Debra Anderson  

07 Nina Pysson 

08 Krista Westerlund  

09 Howard Newman 

10 Kelly Peterson  

12 Zachery Riddell  

13  Alexis Lindquist  

14  Bailey Youngberg 

15  Tammy Norberg  

16  Donnie Larson 

18  Virginia Anderson, Douglas Dahlberg,  

      Micah Anderson  

20  Karen Sayre  

21 Susan Josephson, Todd Nimrick  

22 Olivia Wakeland  

25 Mary Anne Lovdahl, Barbara Carlson,  

  Ruth Swanson 

26 Steve Gray  

27 Anne Cervantes 

28 Michael Wakeland  

30 Rolland Carlson 

 

     November  Anniversaries  
 

01 Darin and Jody Nimrick  

04 Kent and Carolyn Engnell 

08 Keith and Heather Poppy  

10 Mike and Wanda Lowery  

14  Donnie and Dolores Larson 
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   On Sunday, November 13
th
, we gather to    Cel-

ebrate Godôs Generosity during our worship ser-
vice. Mr. Keith Mundy, Director for Stewardship in 
the ELCA will be preaching that morning, and 
joining us for our catered luncheon in Luther Hall 
following the service. RSVP cards are being dis-
tributed during worship on the Sundays       pre-
ceding this festive service; and the stewardship 
team will contact anyone who hasnôt been able to 
respond in that manner. Estimate of giving cards 
will be distributed and returned that Sunday dur-
ing worship. If you are unable to attend that day, 
a card will be mailed to you. 
   Our God is a God of abundance! Join us in cel-

ebrating Godôs generosity! 


