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JENNY LIND CHAPEL
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sister Church Bodies to become the Lutheran Church In America. A further matter of business at this

time was the decision to adopt the name "Augustana” for our congregational name since there is no other
congregation in our District with that name. Thus, our official name is now "Augustana Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Andover, [llinais".

The illuminated tall spire of the church now stands out against the evening skyline in Andover and the sur-
rounding area as the result of the project of the Lutheran Churchmen in the summer of 1964. The spire was
first illuminated by three 500-watt flood lights. Formal dedication ceremonies for the lighted spire were held
outside the church on the evening of August Sth. Pastor Swedberg conducted the service and music was pro-
vided by soloist John Johnson and organist Roy Anderson, both of Chicago. Words quoted from the
Dedication are as follows: "Blessed be these lights which light the Spire of this Church that they may remind
people of the Cross of Christ and the mission of the church in the community. May they also be reminded
that this Church welcomes all for worship, study, and prayer."

Under the leadership of Pastor Swedberg, the vear 1965 saw the Christian Education rneeds being met after
much discussion, planning, and pravers of our people. The plans and bid of Tevis C. Freerman, architect, of
Moline, were accepted and construction began that spring. The cornerstone of the $55,000 parish educational
unit which adjoins the Annex on the east was laid on July 11th,

Much volunteer time invested by members saw completion of the unit and renovations made in the Annex,
which is now know as "Luther Hall". The 88 x 56 foot structure of block with brick facing provides Sunday
School rooms, fellowship room with adjoining small kitchen, pastor's study, secretary’s office, restrooms, and
utility room. The following spring Sunday, April 3, 1966, was a memorable day when Dr. Robert J. Marshall,
president of the [llinois Synod of L.C.A., was present to dedicate the new Christian Education Building.

June 18, 1967, was also a memorable day as we celebrated the 100th Anniversary of the building of our
sanctuary with special services and a confirmation reunion.

A special service in commemoration of the 120th Anniversary of our congregation was observed on
March 15, 1970. Dr. Gerald Johnson, then president of the Illinois Synod. was the guest speaker.

During the spring of 1970, Pastor Swedberg accepted a call to a panish in Mr. Mormns, lllinois and after a
blessed ministry here, he and his family left Andover in May. During the summer interim period Rev. Philip
Larson of Geneseo served as Vice Pastor and Rev. Paul Randolph of Rock Island served as interim pulpit supply.

A call was extended and accepted promptly by Rey. Albert D. Lestor, then of
Chicago. He and his wife Elaine and their children, David and Martha, arrived in
Andover in September of 1970 to begin their duties.

A Decorating Committee was formed 1n 1971 to plan for redecorating the interior
of the church, The proposal submitted by W. E. Scott Co. of Rock Island, at a cost of
$5974, was accepted in January 1972. This project included painting the altar, the
walls and ceiling, and varnishing the pews; also carpeting was laid in the narthex.
When the work was completed, those present on Palm Sunday morning, March 26,
1972, made a "grand entry" by processing into the church to worship in the newly-
decorated sanctuary. On Sunday afternoon, April 23, a program of music celebrating

Fastor Alhert Lestor the completion of the decorating of the church was given, with many attending from

0. 4960 churches n the district and county.

Title to the Jenny Lind Chapel, which had been held by the L.C.A., has now been transferred to the Illinois
Synod of the L.C.A. In 1973 Pastor Lestor was instrumental in forming a commitiee to preserve and restore
the building as a Lurheran shrine, serving as Secretary of the Chapel Committee.

The following letter, in part, from Pastor Lestor describes his Andover experience:

"In September 1970 I arrived in Andover and began my ministry at Augustana. People all across the
country were laying plans for the celebration of the bicentennial of America. Places that had historical
impertance were singled out and added to a large list —The National Register of Historic Places. Plaques
were awarded to thousands of such places and every one represented a chapter in the 200-year story of our
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country. The Jenny Lind Chapel was so designated in 1975,

It was my good fortune to be at the right place at the right time to gather together people who had the
clear vision that focused on the deteriorating chapel and were committed to the task of restoring this
structure. The Augustana congregation elected Wilbert Anderson, Helen Brodd, Ervin Nelson, and
Florence Peterson as the local representatives on the Jenny Lind Chapel Committee. Later Doris Brodd,
Raon Peterson, and Ken Westerlund were added to the group. Members of other congregations, who had a
certain expertise, rounded out the committee. Each committee member made significant contributions to
the restoration, dccording to his or her interests and abilities.

The Jenny Lind Chapel committee rejoiced when Dr. Conrad Bergendoff consented to be the first
chairman. He was a man with an enormous vision and memory. When he spoke, people listened; when
he led, people followed. In one of his reports, Dr. Bergendoff quoted a verse from Proverbs: "Where there
is no vision, the people perish', and then added another truth with equal relevance: 'A church that has no
memory has no future'. And this: ‘The chapel is a symbol of the power of God to create a Church that
witnesses to all the world even in our dark and troubled world'.

Again, Dr. Bergendoff's vision was transferred to the members of the committee by reminding us that
‘the use of the chapel is the justification for s maintenance'. The use of the chapel has taken many forms.
Tourists arrive by the busloads: from Sweden, Americans of Swedish descent, and senior citizens are
among some of the visitors, Pastor Richard Swanson, chaplain at Augustana College, started a tradition
that still continues. On the Wednesday before Christmas break, students come to Augustana Church for a
Christmas celebration. A contemporary service leads up to the Words of Institution. Then the group
moves in procession to the chapel to receive the sacrament. Christmas carols are sung and after the
benediction everyone returns to the Fellowship Hall for refreshments. Members of the Andover congrega-
tion join the students in this service.

In the summer, Sunday vespers are held in the chapel with congregations of the area taking turns in
leading the service. Services are also held annually in April and September,

The members of Augustana Church in Andover are continuing to be the hosts for visitors and time and
again will be surprised by the unexpected. Who would have expected Counse! Generals representing
Sweden to come here? Who would have thought bishops from Sweden would come here? Who would
have thought the King of Sweden would come to see what the founding fathers had built and what the
latter day saints have done to preserve it7 Who would have thought that the King would sit down at the
desk and sign his name in the guest book?

The writer of this report may give the impression that the only important activity during the 1970's was
the restoration of the chapel. Nothing could be farther from the truth. Augustana has been an active and
responsible congregation, providing what has been needed for its members and doing its part in the shared
ministry of the Synod and the Church at large, caring for people in need in obedience to the example and
command of Christ.

The time is right to reflect on the questions and answers from Luther’s catechism that have been the
vision and memory of the people of God:

Where is the Church of Jesus Christ found?

The Church of Jesus Christ is found wherever the Word of God is preached
in its truth and purity and the sacraments are administered according to the
Word and institution of Christ.

What should be our relation to our church?

We should love our Church, be faithful to her confessions, diligently attend

her services, zealously share her gospel, and willingly work, suffer, and sacrifice for her
support and development.
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